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Introduction by James H. Hyslop. 


The following paper was read before a meeting of the 
French Society for Psychical Research, presided over at the 
time by Camille Flammarion. The paper has been trans- 
lated by a member of the American Society, Madame Louise 
L. de Montalvo, as indicated in the caption. It deals with a 
most interesting set of “ cross correspondences ”’, with a fea- 
ture worthy of especial comment. Readers will note a crit- 
icism of the “cross correspondences” in the English So- 
ciety’s Proceedings, which to some extent repeats that of Dr. 
Maxwell. The main point is that those “ cross correspond- 
ences ” are so involved and symbolical that they lose much 
of their force as evidence. ‘This criticism I think entirely 
correct. Too much stress has been laid by the English group 
upon this particular set of facts. They have treated all other 
records as if they were not relevant to the problem and set 
these up as the best that have been obtained. To the pres- 
ent writer the English “cross correspondences” are not as 
good evidence of personal identity as most of the material 
which that Society discredits or ignores. It happens that 
they have a flavor of classical and literary matter, and this is 
supposed to give a quality which, in fact, is much weakened 
in value by the common knowledge of the literature from 
which it is drawn. To make it evidential so many explana- 
tions have to be given that doubt is easier than belief for all 
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people with common sense. The chief value of the English 
“cross correspondences ” lies in one fact which that Society 
has not remarked at all. It is that they illustrate the diffi- 
culty of communicating between the two worlds. They show 
the identity of personality clearly enough, but they do this only 
on the assumption that personal identity has already been 
proved. Most of them have no relation at all to personal 
identity, which is the fundamental problem. If you ex- 
tend telepathy, as many of the English writers have done, to 
explain the previous reports on mediumistic phenomena, 
there was enough conceived in it to use the same hypothesis 
for the “cross correspondences”. When you are stretching 
theories you might as well do it without reason in one case, 
as in another. It is just as respectable to do it in connection 
with classical allusions as in incidents about the barnyard. 
What is wanted in the problem is incidents clearly not due 
to chance or guessing and that are collectively relevant to the 
personal identity of deceased people, if you are going to 
have evidence for spiritualistic agencies. It matters not what 
the facts concern, asthetics and literary style have nothing 
to do with the subject, except for those who do not under- 
stand science. Scientific causes are weakened by any con- 
cessions to taste merely. Hence by placing the stress of im- 
portance on the “cross correspondences” and attaching no 
special value to the previous material, the Society invited 
criticism for its credulity about telepathy and its penchant for 
material which permitted it to air its classical knowledge. 
The cause of psychic research, therefore, has to await the 
scientific touch. ; 

The little brochure under discussion has its value in 
bringing forward some very simple “ cross correspondences ” 
which will be evident to the most ordinary mind and 
which also reflect a very important feature against telepathic 
theories. 

It has long been the habit of the psychic researcher to 
explain away spiritistic phenomena by telepathy. ‘hat is, 
telepathy between living minds was presumed to be a suffi- 
cient explanation of coincidences claiming to be communica- 
tions from spirits, and the latter hypothesis seemed to be 
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regarded as lacking in respectability ; while telepathy between 
living minds, with any degree of absurdity and without any 
evidence whatever, was credulously accepted; and any man 
who ventured to dispute such a large view was treated as 
unscientific. Had it not been for the social taboo placed on 
spiritistic theories, we might have obtained some critical ex- 
amination of the claims made for telepathy as a universal 
solvent. But we had to abide the process of wearing out 
amateur minds with their unbounded confidence in telepathic 
conceptions, and now we are beginning to discover good 
reason for attacking the application of it as an explanatory 
process.* 

Even as early as my first report on the phenomena of 
Mrs. Piper I called attention to the fact that, so far from re- 
garding telepathy as an antagonistic conception to spiritistic 
agency, I thought it might even be merely the name for the 
process by which spirits themselves might be the agents 
in what we called telepathy between the living. I meant 
by that that there was nothing to hinder us from supposing 
that spirits were required to explain telepathy, and not that 
telepathy explained away spirits. No inquiries had been 
made at that time to render possible such a view and there 
was no disposition to press inquiries with reference to it. But 
since that time facts have multiplied which suggest that the 
spiritistic theory may be invoked to explain telepathy, and the 
matter was more specifically considered in a later discussion. 
[Cf. Proceedings Am. S. P. R., Vol. V, pp. 718-731.] The 
present paper strongiy supports that view. We have a 
system of cross references initiated and carried out by the 
controls. But the very striking feature of them is that two 
lights are seen by one of the psychics before trying to effect 
communication, and while this is going on one of the lights 
disappears, as if carrying the message from one medium to 
the other. Such a process has not natural suggestions of 
telepathy only between the living. It has the appearance of 
a much more complicated and much more natural process, 
and it probably reveals what is concealed in the cross-corre- 


* Proceedings Eng. S. P. R., Vol. XVI, p. 127. 
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spondences of the English Society. We are constantly finding 
in separate incidents the existence of features that show other 
incidents incomplete, and we have to build up from the frag- 
ments what the probable complete incident is. Here in the 
present cross references we have features not usually found, 
but occasionally claimed, and which also reflect a purely 
automatic incidence. Whether we have a right to extend 
such interpretations to telepathy in general may be a question. 
I neither affirm nor deny it here, and am not competent to 
decide as yet. I merely find that, as the evidence accumu- 
lates, it points more and more to the use of spirits to explain 
what the English group of investigators have “ explained” 
by telepathy between the living, and it would be but a slight 
step to extend the process, especially when we find such 
correlated phenomena associated with telepathy as I dis- 
covered in the experiences of Miss Miles. [Cf. Proceedings 
Vol. V, Am. S. P. R., pp. 674-753.] It is certain that these 
cross references are more intelligible on the spiritistic than 
upon the telepathy theory, and that they point strongly to 
che explanation of all telepathy—Editor. 


Contributions to the Study of Cross Correspondences. 
Translated by Madame Louise L. de Montalvo. 


New Documents. 


The meeting opens at nine—Mr. Camille Flammarion, 
President :—There is no necessity of my introducing Dr. 
Geley. He has long been known by his work in the field 
of psychic sciences and you are all familiar with his past and 
present contributions. The one which has most attracted 
my attention is that relating to the non-existence of time. 
Does time exist? What is the past? What is the future? 
Problem and mystery. Doctor Geley once brought to your 
knowledge an extraordinary case of premonition or predic- 
tion of the future. It was on the day of Mr. Casimir Perier’s 
election to the Presidency of the Republic. Mr. Geley was 
then a student at Lyon; he was with some fellow students 
preparing for an examination. Suddenly one of these stu- 
dents is struck by an idea which obsesses him and prevents 
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him from working. This is the idea—Mr. Casimir Perier 
is elected President of the Republic by 451 votes. This 
young man took no part in politics and he was very much 
surprised at this inward voice which gave him such informa- 
tion. He spoke of it to his friends who said to him “ What 
have you to do with that? You are not in politics.” 

This happened in the morning about nine or ten o’clock. 
The day passed and the students were together in a café 
toward three o'clock in the afternoon, thinking of the exami- 
nations they were going through, when they heard outside 
a newsboy crying “Casimir Perier elected President by a 
vote of 451.” This young man had announced in the morn- 
ing a fact which had no existence yet, and which no one 
could have foreseen, for in the morning at nine Congress 
had not assembled and Casimir Perier was not even a can- 
didate. 

This is one of the most remarkable cases of premonition 
that I know of, and Dr. Geley is associated with this remark- 
able incident. But I don’t wish to delay any more the plea- 
sure you: will have in listening to him, and I give him the 
floor. (Applause.) 

Dr. Geley:—I warmly thank Mr. Flammarion for his 
kind words. I am all the more flattered because I have 
always had the greatest veneration for him and his genius. 
As a savant, a thinker, a philosopher, Mr. Flammarion has 
played a preponderant part, a part unique in the evolution of 
contemporaneous thought. (Applause.) I am_ therefore 
highly honoured to have him preside at my modest lecture, 


and I beg him to accept the assurance of my deepest grati- 
tude. 


Dr. Geley’s Lecture. 


Ladies and gentlemen:—The unpublished documents 
which I am about to submit to your appreciation are obser- 
vations on the subject of cross correspondences. They were 
obtained in an unexpected and spontaneous manner in the ~ 
course of the past summer. Because of the theoretical and 
philosophical idea which seems to have inspired them, these 
documents present an evident analogy to the facts of “ cross 
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correspondences” gathered by Anglo-American psycholo- 
gists. They however differ from them in their practical 
realization. ‘Their substance instead of covering several big 
volumes is comprised in a small pamphlet, but this pamphlet, 
which is after all only a beginning, is of a clearness and 
accuracy which offer a strange contrast to the obscure re- 
citals to which we have become accustomed. 

Between the very simple facts which I am going to place 
before you and the elaborate observations of the Society of 
Psychical Research there is the same psychical abyss which 
separates the mind of the northerner from that of the French- 
man. The former delights in complicated researches, in 
mysterious symbols, in subtle reasonings—the latter is always 
eager for precision and directness. 

To begin with, I think it indispensable briefly to recall the 
nature of these cross correspondences, and the results they 
have given so far. These phenomena occurred in England 
after the death of Myers. ‘The friends and followers of the 
illustrious psychologist naturally were inclined to look for 
and find, in this new style of communications, the posthumous 
influence of their master. The philosophical idea which 
claims to have inspired the cross correspondences is the 
following: to eliminate as much as possible the telepathic 
hypothesis as an explanation of the unexpected information 
appearing in the automatic messages of mediums. With 
this end in view, the messages, instead of being transmitted 
integrally to one medium, are transmitted in fragments to 
several mediums, far away from each other and without any 
intercommunication, and who sometimes are not even ac- 
quainted with each other. The isolated fragments are more 
or less incoherent and incomprehensible, but when joined 
together they form a more or less clear and homogeneous 
whole. 

One would therefore be justified in concluding that the 
intelligence which originated them is autonomous, and dis- 
tinct from that of the medium and that of the experimenters, 
since the initiative of the “ cross correspondences ” does not 
come from any of these, and since the nature and contents 
of the messages remain an enigma to them as long as their 
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detached parts are not joined together. The idea is ob- 
viously ingenious and interesting. 

We will discuss presently to what degree it realizes the 
claim of excluding the telepathic hypothesis, and let us now 
see what practical value it has. 

The cases of “ cross correspondences ” collected and ana- 
lyzed by Anglo-American psychologists are very numerous. 
To understand them it is necessary to examine the volumin- 
ous accounts of the “ proceedings”. The characteristics of 
these phenomena are the following. They are never simple 
or elementary. The messages which represent the cross 
correspondences are regular metapsychic conundrums. At 
times they are full, as says Sir Oliver Lodge, of obscure 
classic allusions which can only be interpreted by the very 
learned, and then again they are given in a form whose 
difficult comprehension might lead to equivocation. 

Allow me to recall to your mind, as an illustration, two 
of the principal cases related in the proceedings. Here is a 
comparatively simple one—the Forbes case. 

An English medium—Mrs. Forbes—was in the habit of 
receiving communications attributed to her deceased son. 
One day the communicator announced his intention of seeking 
another medium in order to confirm his own identity. On 
that same day Mrs. Verrall wrote a symbolic message in 
which was mentioned a pine tree in a garden. The com- 
munication was signed with the picture of a sword and a 
suspended bugle. It seems that these objects formed part 
of the coat of arms of Mr. Forbes’s regiment, and Mrs. 
Forbes had in her garden some pine trees grown from seeds 
sent by her son. These facts were unknown to Mrs. Verrall. 

The following case is much more complicated. It comes 
through the collaboration of three mediums:—Mrs. Piper 
then in London, Mrs. Holland in India, and Mrs. Verrall 
in Cambridge. The three messages were received on the 
same day. That of Mrs. Piper contains only these words: 
“ Light in the West” which by itself means nothing. Mrs. 
Holland’s has the following sentence: “ Do you remember 
that exquisite sky, when at dusk the Orient becomes as 
beautiful and richly tinted as the Occident? Martha becomes 
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like Mary and Leah like Rachel.” As to Mrs. Verrall, she 
wrote an obscure message indicating that Mr. Piddington, 
the well known English psychologist, would be able to under- 
stand it. The important part of the message is a mutilated 
passage of one of Tennyson’s poems. In consulting this 
passage one finds the following verses whose intention agrees | 
with Mrs. Holland’s message. 


Blush from West to East, 
Blush from East to West, 
Till the West is East, 

Blush it thro’ the West. 


Briefly, the gist of this “ cross correspondence ”, if there 
was a cross correspondence, is the philosophic idea of the 
identification of contraries. This idea instead of being ex- 
pressed with simplicity, is presented symbolically, and in- 
stead of appearing at the first reading has to be guessed by 
the literary allusions to Dante and Tennyson. The docu- 
ments of this kind collected by the English S. P. R. are 
all on the same order. The conclusions drawn by the Anglo- 
American psychologists from their study of “cross corre- 
spondences ” are as follows: 

Cross correspondences cannot be attributed to simple co- 
incidences. They are too numerous and their connection 
too well established to be due to chance. On the other 
hand, they plainly reveal directing intention. This intention 
shows itself in the text of the message, and in some cases 
is indicated (previously) by the communicator. In fact te- 
lepathy does not explain them. It seems logical to admit 
the action of a directing intelligence, independent of the 
medium and experimenters. 

These conclusions have not by any means received the 
approbation of all psychologists. Some, while admitting the 
fact of the cross communications, persist in explaining them 
by telepathy, and others actually deny the very existence 
of the phenomenon. Among the latter, one of the most 
important is Dr. Maxwell, the eminent author of “ Psychic 
Phenomena”. Dr. Maxwell had the patience to study and 
analyze all the Anglo-American documents, and last year he 
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published in the proceedings the result of his researches. 
According to him the reality of cross correspondences has 
not been established. The connections between the messages 
he considers simple coincidences, and the interpretations of 
symbols and obscure allusions, pure fancy. The psychol- 
ogists implicated, Mr. Piddington, Mmes. Verrall and John- 
son, answered with cleverness. If they yield to Mr. Maxwell 
on some minor points, they nevertheless persist in their 
general conculsions. 

I neither can nor desire to take part in this interesting 
controversy and will only allow myself a simple remark. 
When a psychologist of Dr. Maxwell's learning, ability and 
conscientiousness, denies all merit to the English experi- 
ments there must be some defect at least in the method 
which was used in these experiments. In fact, that is what 
anyone, even without any special study, can prove for him- 
self. If the very authenticity of the cross correspondences 
was doubted it was because of their complication and ob- 
scurity. But, say the English psychologists, these com- 
plications and obscurity are intended and systematic. Their 
object is to better eliminate the hypotheses of telepathic or 
subconscious action! he fact, they claim, that the more 
subtle the connection between the messages, the more diffi- 
cult their comprehension, the more extended and varied their 
implied erudition, the more do they prove the presence of an 
outside, superior and directing intelligence. This reasoning 
is plausible. But, in order to establish a firm basis for dis- 
cussion, it ought at least to rest on some elementary experi- 
ments, simple and precise which would put the phenomenon 
itself beyond doubt. It is quite clear that, if those convincing 
experiments existed, the matter would deserve to be taken 
up extensively, and that all scientific and philosophic dis- 
cussions of cross correspondences would at once acquire a 
different and larger meaning. 

Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, if I have taken the 
liberty of appealing this evening to your kind attention, it 
is precisely because I think I am in a position to present to 
you a number of simple facts whose clearness and accuracy 
are indisputable. I owe these facts to a personality well 
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known in the psychic world, Mrs. W. They were neither 
sought nor desired, and came spontaneously. 

The persons who take part in the experiments which I am 
about to put before you are the following. First, Mrs. W. 
Mrs. W. is an earnest spiritualist, but her enthusiasm does 
not in any way interfere with her critical mind. Her loyalty 
and enlightened zeal in all matters which pertain to our 
studies never neglect an opportunity to affirm themselves. 
Her present contribution to the question of cross correspon- 
dences deserves, as we shall soon see, the thanks of all psy- 
chologists, whatever may be their opinion as to the source of 
these correspondences. Mrs. W., who is not a medium her- 
self, conducted her experiments with two persons who for 
personal reasons prefer to conceal their identity. I will 
designate them by the initials Mrs. T. and Miss R. Mrs. T. 
was in Paris with Mrs. W. Miss R. was at the seashore at 
Wimereux. Both of them do automatic writing. Mrs. T. 
is also a clairvoyant, and describes here accurately occur- 
rences which happened at a distance and of which she had no 
knowledge. During the séances she declares that she sees 
the communicating personalities in the form of lights. The 
controling or communicating personalities are three in 
number—the principal one goes under the name of Roudolphe. 
R. is the organizer of the phenomena. He claims that he is 
helped by another personality, who is only a silent partner 
and who goes under the name of Charles. The third per- 
sonality calls herself Emilie, and only appears in one instance. 

Mrs. W.’s report is written from extensive notes taken 
at each séance. I will give it just as she confided it to me, 
and only abbreviating some superfluous passages contained in 
the messages. I will respect the spiritistic terminology, al- 
though it sometimes conflicts with our habits of thought. 
That is, the way the personalities express themselves here and 
there, and talk of fluids, of “ fluidic networks ” running from 
one medium to the other. One does not fully understand, 
at least in the present light of our knowledge, what a fluidic 
network may be. But it does not matter, this technical ex- 
planation has after all only the value one desires to give to 
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it. The facts only are important and these only will I try 
logically to treat. Here is the report of Mrs. W.: 


Experiments at Wimereux. 


On the 7th of August, 1913, my dear medium, Miss R., 
tells me, before she takes up her pencil, that she is going 
away to spend three weeks at the seashore at \Wimereux. 
I don’t conceal my grief from her. We begin the writing 
and our usual friend Roudolphe comes to console us saying 
“ During those weeks of solitude you must develop Mrs. T. 
in clairvoyance. ‘Try to make her describe the country and 
house where Miss R. is to be. Miss R. must take her pencil 
at the same time you hold your dark séances, and I will go 
from one to the other.” * I don’t tell one word of this com- 
munication to Mrs. T. who does not see Miss R. before her 
(Miss R.’s) departure on the following morning. 

This very day of her departure, 8th of August, at ten in 
the evening, I begin the dark séance, but I don’t feel very 
gay and have little hope of success. I am therefore very 
much astonished when Mrs. T. (who during the two years 
we have been holding these séances, has only occasionally 
been able to see the trees of the avenue through the closed 
shutters and curtains) exclaims: “Oh, I see a house and 
water in front of it.” “ But,” I say to her, “ there is neither 
house nor water behind these windows.” She then continues 
“This water is not a canal... It is wider than the Seine. 
It is the sea!’’ I make her describe the house—a description 
which is later verified and proves exact in its smallest details 
—and suddenly she says: “I see a woman writing in the 
third story—oh, one of the two lights goes into this house ”.. 
and then she sees nothing more. 

(This first séance seems like a forerunner of the phenomena 
which at the following séance begin to be full of interest. 
It is to be remarked that there is no intimation of cross cor- 
respondences, but simply clairvoyance. In fact the cross 


* These dark séances are those in which I try to see the lights representing 
my two friends, which lights Mrs. T. sees perfectly well. These séances took 
place Tuesdays and Fridays at 10.30 p. m—Mrs. W.’s note. 
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correspondences only appear later in a most unexpected 
manner. I call attention to this fact which will show its 
importance later on. I resume Mrs. W.’s recital.) 

At the dark séance of Aug. 12th, Mrs. T., who does not 
yet know anything to the communication which came with 
Miss R., says at once: “ There is only one light.” (Until 
then, and during two years, the two lights of my two friends 
had always come together.) She then gives the same des- 
cription of Miss R. as she sits in the room writing, and rec- 
ognizes her this time. But suddenly she is taken with a 
fit of coughing which annoys me very much because it shakes 
the couch on which we are sitting, and I feel that all may 
be spoiled by this incident. In fact the séance ends because 
of the disappearance of the light which has been present. 
Besides, it was then nearly midnight. The next day, 
Wednesday, during the day, I received from Wimereux a 
letter from Miss R. dated in the morning and containing the 
following communication written automatically by her during 
our dark séance of the preceding evening. ‘“ Here I am 
dear friend (he addresses me as in our usual conversations), 
it is I, Roudolphe. You cannot conceive how I have worked 
to organize our séances. Just imagine your Newfoundland 
turned into a spider and stretching between Paris and Wim- 
ereux fluidic threads taken partly from Mrs. T.’s dwelling, 
Miss R.’s and Roudolphe’s. It has been necessary to weave 
a.sort of network which allows the clairvoyant to transport 
herself without any compass, and not to lose her way by 
following other tracks. ‘This often happens to clairvoyants 
when they don't have in the beyond a friend who has prepared 
the way (pause)—I don’t pretend that because of this 
preparation we shall have complete success with all our ex- 
periments, but we shall have a better chance of getting there. 
I work somewhat like a shuttle between you....(A long 
pause)...Mrs. T., don’t cough like that, you shake the 
current...(Pause.) Reassure yourself, my friend, she hasn’t 
a cold. It is only the pepper in her drawer and so there is 
no contagion to be feared. — 

“ Au revoir from friend Roudolphe.” 

On receiving this-letter I say to Mrs. T. (who knows 
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nothing of this communication), “Have you a cold that 
made you cough so much last evening?” and she answers 
“No, but I had already had, in the afternoon at home, a 
similar fit of coughing after having taken out of a drawer a 
winter garment which I need in this cold weather. It was 
done up in pepper to protect it from moths.” 

Friday 15th of Aug., in beginning the dark séance Mrs. 
T., who is now advised of our agreements, says “ Ah there 
is nothing tonight. Miss R.’s room is dark. She is not 
writing!” I am disappointed, but Mrs. T. continues, “ But 
the big room below Miss R.’s is brilliantly lighted and there 
is much moving about there. Miss R. is at the piano and 
many persons are dancing.” This is entirely unexpected as 
Miss R. had not warned me that she would not join us. I 
became anxious. 

Sunday morning I received a letter from Miss R. written 
the day before and saying—* Yesterday I could not join your 
séance. To celebrate the 15th of August we had four guests 
at dinner. I could not advise you in time because, according 
to the simple customs of this place, the invitation for the 
evening was sent in the morning of the same day. I thought 
I would be free by ten-thirty, but after dinner several young 
men and girls who were walking on the beach came up to 
say good-evening, and very suddenly got up a dance. I had 
to give you up and sit at the piano to play for these young 
people. What a triumph if Mrs. T. has seen something of 
it... Let us hope.” 


First Cross Communication. ° 


At the beginning of the first dark séance of Aug. 22nd— 
séance in which I try to see the lights of my friends who I 
know are there—Mrs. T. takes a pad and pencil, as we had 
agreed, and soon says: “It feels as if the pencil were taken 
from me, but my hand seems dead.” I answer “So much 
the better,” and I only turn on the lights half-an-hour later. 
We find only a few written lines but the sentences which 
form them are so incoherent that had I not read at the bottom 
of the page—‘ Carefully preserve these lines,’ I would have 
torn up the paper and dismissed the matter from my mind. 
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The next day comes from Wimereux the following letter 
dated Saturday morning—“‘ Only two words to enclose last 
evening’s communication. I am dreadfully tired as I have 
not closed my eyes during the whole night. It is the first 
time such a thing has happened since I came here, and I 
ask myself if it is caused by Roudolphe’s experiment. Still, 
I had a bad headache when the séance began, and it seemed 
to me I felt relieved toward the end. ‘This morning, however, 
I feel exhausted. Here is Roudolphe’s communication.” 
“Here I am, dear friend. (Always addressing himself to 
Mrs. W.) Iam going to try to go back and forth on my 
fluidic network, and write with Miss R. then with Mrs. T., 
attracting Miss R.’s fluid while it produces itself and hooking 
it to that of Mrs. T. so as to write with her too. Iam very well 
satisfied with our success, and I must tell you that we are 
just now under very favorable conditions for our experi- 
ments. Miss R. is in a ‘ milieu’ entirely....(here my hand 
stops and I wait a long while, then Roudolphe comes back) 
...daily duties and the difficulties which need to be con- 
quered. Had it not been thus I would not have undertaken 
this work...Charles also helps. His fluid, so gentle and 
calm..(Another rather long pause. Roudolphe comes back.) 
...Which might derail it. Enough for this evening Miss 
R....1 will re-establish the current. Good-night to the 
friends of the triangle. Roudolphe.” Now the two sen- 
tences of Mrs. T. were—‘ Different from her own. The 
worries are put aside and she does not have each day the 
painful...isolates our combination from pernicious cur- 
rents...” By inserting these two sentences in the inter- 
rupted ones of Miss R. we get: “ Miss R. is in a ‘ milieu’ 
entirely different from her own. ‘The worries are put aside, 
and she does not have each day the painful daily duties and 
the difficulties which need to be conquered. Had it not been 
thus, I would not have undertaken this work. Charles also 
helps. His fluid, so gentle and calm, isolates our combination 
from pernicious currents which might derail it.”—I will add 
that at the beginning of this séance of Aug. 22nd, Mrs. T. 
had said to me: “ Miss R. is writing but she must have a 
bad headache for she passes her left hand over her forehead, 
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and she lets down her hair.” One can see, by the next day’s 
letter, that the headache was real, and the incident of letting 
down the hair was confirmed later. 


On the 26th of August, Mrs. T. announces that Miss R. 
has changed her room at Wimereux, and that she is settled 
and writing on the floor above. I exclaim—oh, then we won't 
get anything. We don’t get anything, and Roudolphe does 
not even come to us. The next day the communication sent 
by Miss R. says that all the fluidic forces were used in re- 
establishing the spider webb upset by this unfortunate change 
of room to which Miss R. had consented as she thought it 
unimportant, and that there was nothing left for our com- 
munications. 

On Sept. 2, at the very beginning of our dark séance, 
Mrs. T. said to me: “I am not guided to write, but I see 
letters passing as if on a cinematograph. I will copy them.” 
When the light is turned on and we go over the writing we 
find a sentence on the benefits of native air, a subject which 
is quite foreign to our present pre-occupations. The letters 
composing it are separated from each other. “THE AIR 
OF THE NATIVE COUNTRY STRENGTHENS ALL 
THE FACULTIES, THOSE OF THE PHYSICAL BODY 
AS WELL AS THOSE OF THE ASTRAL BODY.” The 
subject had been selected by Roudolphe because he had 
asked himself why Miss R. found her mediumistic faculties 
strengthened, and then discovered that she was born in the 
neighbourhood of Wimereux. 

The next day’s letter from Wimereux contained the pages 
on which Miss R. at the same moment had written the very 
same letters equally separated from each other and forming 
the same sentence on the native land without one word being 
different. Miss R. in the few lines which accompanied these 
letters wrote: “ The detached letters were written in a 
peculiar manner; one would have said that each time one was 
traced the fluid was cut off.” Before beginning with these 
detached letters, Roudolphe had said, addressing himself as 
usual to us, “ Come now, Mrs. T., try to read what I write. 
I will proceed very slowly.” 

On Sept. 5th before darkening the room, Mrs. T. and I 
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held the pencil together according to instructions (that is 
with our respective hands one over the other, Mrs. T.’s left 
hand on my right, and I writing) and this came: “ Indicate 
on a clean page, with one single word the subject you wish 
me to go and discuss now with Miss R. at Wilmerding 
[Wimereux].” I tear out a big page from the pad we are 
using, | think a moment, and then I write (alone this time) 
the word “ dreams”’.* Mrs. T. tells me that one of the lights 
has disappeared, and I continue without any success (as 
usual) trying to see the remaining one, who answers my 
questions with signs of approbation or negation transmitted 
to me by Mrs. T. 

Sunday morning comes from Wimereux a thick letter en- 
closing the pages in which I read the following communica- 
tion. ‘ You are getting impatient Miss R. Iam very busy 
now; don’t ask me any questions. When I get ready I will 
go.” (Some meaningless tracings.) Then—* Dear Friend, 
I will not tell you what young girls dream about...It would 
not interest you at all, and besides Musset has already said 
it in the light style that suited those times. I can only tell 
you this, that when you close your eyes, toward midnight or 
after, you take the train for a more or less enchanted country 
according to the case. One of us takes you by the hand to 
help you get over the fluidic step leading from the conscious 
state into that of dreams, and we do all we can to make 
you rapidly go through the clouds that might not be to your 
taste. We so bring you towards us, into regions whose 
remembrance is quickly effaced. But don’t regret this gap 
too much. The dreams which we remember are good only 
for natures less impressionable than yours, for the. recol- 
lection of the beauties perceived in our abode would make 
your earthly life only more hateful, and if now you so often 
rise sad and discouraged, it is because in your innermost 


*T now declare in the most positive way that Mrs. T. was in a different 
room (not adjacent to the séance room) during all the time that I was delib- 
erating upon the subject I would choose, and while I wrote the word 
“dreams”; and when she returned, the sheet containing the word “dreams ” 
was locked in my desk where no one could get at it until the arrival of the 
Wimereux letter containing the communication on the subject. I need not 
add that I informed no one of this experiment until it was realized. 
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being subsists the unconscious remembrance of an enchanting 
country which faded with the shadows of night. Dear friend, 
on my word, I think that your Roudolphe becomes literary 
according to the terrestrial style but in an astral way. Yes 
I did this all alone, since Charles is with you. This will 
answer your thoughts when you read my large and well 
spaced caligraphy, the graphic art of a spirit who no longer 
has to economize, not even the paper which Miss R. wishes 
me to spare. Au revoir. Roudolphe.” 

On Sept. 9th Mrs. T. says at the beginning of the dark 
séance, “ The two lights are both there but one of them comes 
and goes, quick as a flash, and there is a third one at Wimer- 
eux near Miss R., who is writing.” Mrs. T. sees letters 
passing before her which she copies. ‘They spell: “ Suffra- 
gettes, Emilie.” ‘Then she writes “ Ask a question on that 
subject, and I will go and deliver it.” I write on a clean 
sheet: “Do you approve, Emilie, the doings in England of 
those whose names have just been coupled with yours?” 
The coming and going of the second light continues, says 
Mrs. T., but nothing more happens. The next day comes 
from Wimereux a long and an admirable communication 


‘from my friend Emilie, and in her own handwriting, saying 


how much she deplores that the London suffragettes have 
adopted such a mistaken course. 

The 12th of September the second light goes off as usual, 
but Mrs. T. says quickly to me: “The Wimereux Villa is 
entirely in the dark. Miss R. is not there.” Then a moment 
later “ Miss R. and three ladies are starting on the railroad 
from a small village very far from Wimereux and returning 
home. She won’t write this evening.” The next day Miss 
R. explains that she had to go to a distance to attend a 
christening, but that they had planned to return on a train 
reaching Wimereux at half-past five. Therefore there was 
no necessity of warning us. She had missed that train and 
taken a night train. 

On Sept. 16th Mrs. T. announces that the second light is 
making numerous and quick trips back and forth, and that 
she is about to write. She writes three absolutely incoherent 
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sentences. ist. “ As well behaved as the pupils in a convent 
for well trained young ladies...(Long pause.) 2nd. Their 
large sweet eyes are used to watching the passing... ( Pause.) 
The modern courtesan whose eye’”’...( Nothing more.) We 
go to bed not very enthusiastic and unable to guess what 
these three groups of words will lead to. But on the next 
day come the big sheets written by Miss R. (at Wimereux) 
at the exact time that Mrs. T. was writing too. On them we 
read “ Dear friend, today we will have a little conversation 
at a distance. I have reinforced my fluidic battery, and as 
spirits are rather light things I will travel back and forth on 
this impalpable network which is so much more rapid than 
those of a railroad. Excuse this little joke. Your Rou- 
dolphe has need to cross himself. Attention Mrs. T. 


“’The Does in the Bois.” 


“ Have you sometimes met, dear friend, as you walked in 
the thickets the does that live and circulate through the leafy 
branches, at times... (Pause)—well trained, at times like a 
flock, jumping and frightened, so graceful and fascinating? 
Have you ever asked yourself what those pretty animals were’ 
thinking of, and what they would become later? Far be 
it trom me to draw their horoscope (which would after all 
be of no interest to them), but it seems to me that their men- 
tality must be very different from that which animates the 
does of the forest. .( Pause) strange vehicles running without 
the aid of an animal’s legs, and in these carriages or along 
the more or less frequented paths, they have contemplated 
women with elongated eyes like their own, delicate and 
stylish women. Who can ever tell us if....(Pause)..be- 
come so unnaturally large under the dash of the pencil is 
not a doe of the forest in the throes of retrospective recol- 
lections? Dear friend, I have had some trouble because 
Miss R. tried to understand, but I trust I have succeeded with 
this childish little story. 

“Affectionate goodnight, Roudolphe.” 

With Mrs. T.’s three sentences this childish little story 
reads as follows: “ Have you sometimes met, dear friend, as 
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you walked in the thickets, the does that live and circulate 
through the leafy branches, at times as well behaved as the 
pupils in a convent for well trained young ladies, at times 
like a flock jumping and frightened...So graceful and fasci- 
nating! Have you ever asked yourself what those pretty 
animals were thinking of ? and what they would become later? 
Far be it from me to draw their horoscope (which would 
after all be of no interest to them.) but it seems to me that 
their mentality must be very different from that which ani- 
mates the does of the forest. Their large sweet eyes are 
used to watching the passing of strange vehicles running 
without the aid of an animal’s legs and in these carriages or 
along the more or less frequented paths they have contem- 
plated women with elongated eyes like their own, delicate and 
stylish women. Who can ever tell us if the modern courtesan 
whose eyes become so unnaturally large under the dash of 
the pencil is not the doe of the forest in the throes of retro- 
spective recollections?” 

Here end the experiments of Wimereux. They are only 
temporarily interrupted, and will be resumed next summer. 
Such is Mrs. W.’s account, and this account calls for numer- 
ous commentaries. In order to approach with results the 
delicate question of explanations, it is important to empha- 
size a certain number of very remarkable details in the gene- 
sis and execution of the facts. One can, for the sake of 
greater clearness, divide these facts in two sets of phenomena, 
—that of vision at a distance outside of the normal senses—or 


clairvoyance, and that of cross correspondences and simul- 
taneous correspondences. 


1st. Phenomena of Clairvoyance. 


A.—At the séance of August 8th Mrs. T. describes exactly 
Miss R.’s villa at the seashore, a villa she had never seen. 
‘She describes Miss R.’s room and sees her there writing. 

B.—lIn that of Aug. 15th, Mrs. T., to her great surprise, 
sees Miss R.’s room in absolute darkness, and the medium. 
instead of attending the séance is playing dance music on the 
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piano in the floor below, which is brilliantly lighted and where 
the young people are dancing. 

C.—At the séance of Aug. 22nd, Mrs. T. sees Miss R. 
writing, her hair loosened, and apparently suffering with a 
violent headache. 

D.—The 26th of August Mrs. T. announces that Miss R. 
has unexpectedly changed her room. 

E.—Lastly, Sept. 12th, Mrs. T. sees Miss R. in a railroad 
station instead of in her room attending the expected séance. 

These facts of clairvoyance are very remarkable. Nearly all 
of them were unexpected and entirely unforeseen. ‘They are 
so clear, so precise that one must eliminate the hypothesis of 
simple coincidences. I add, without however insisting, that 
these facts, proved to be exact, give a certain value to the 
lights which Mrs. T. describes as going back and forth be- 
tween her and Miss R. during the séances, visions which can- 
not be controlled, but whose nature is perhaps not simply 
subjective. On Miss R.’s side the phenomenon of clairvoy- 
ance does not exist. She completely ignores what is taking 
place in Paris during the séances. During the séance of Aug. 
12th a phenomenon of repercussion is produced which is 
extremely important. As Mrs. T. was taken with a violent 
attack of coughing due to the inhaling of an insect powder 
which had been put over her garment, Roudolphe makes Miss 
R. write in the midst of the communication which is being 
given—* Mrs. 'T. don’t cough like that you shake the current. 
Reassure yourself dear friend she hasn’t a cold, it is the 
pepper in the drawer,” etc., etc. 


2d. Cross Correspondences. 


A.—The cross correspondences which form the principal 
part of Mrs. W.’s experiments present very striking charac- 
teristics. In the first place they are absolutely clear. 
Nothing in the English experiments can compare with them 
in this respect. They present neither mysterious symbols 
nor obscure allusions. They are entirely composed of simple 


narrations written partly by Mrs. T., partly by Miss R. or by 
both simultaneously. 
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B.—Notwithstanding their simplicity, the phenomena 
offer a surprising variety in the details of execution. At the 
séance of Aug. 22nd, during which was obtained the first 
cross correspondence, the two mediums write automatically 
at their respective places. Both feel a violent discomfort. 
Mrs. T.’s hand is powerless and she has no knowledge of 
what she is writing there in the dark. Miss R. reports a 
violent headache, feels tired after the séance and spends a 
sleepless night. Roudolphe’s message bearing on the method 
which he uses to succeed in the experiment is written partly 
by Mrs. T., partly by Miss R. As far as one can affirm it, on 
account of not having a rigorous chronometer, the two me- 
diums wrote alternately each one during the other’s pause. 
Mrs. T.’s sentences, absolutely incomprehensible when iso- 
lated, fit themselves perfectly into the intervals left in Miss 
R.’s communications. The success is therefore complete. 
It is to be observed that the message of Mrs. T. which ap- 
peared incoherent was ended by this aan <i Carefully 
preserve these lines.” 

At the séance of Sept. 2nd, the sic used is different. 
Properly speaking there is no question of a cross correspon- 
dence but of a simultaneous correspondence. Miss R. guided 
by Roudolphe writes first this singular injunction addressed 
to Mrs. T. “Come Mrs. T., try to read what I write. I will 
do it very slowly.” Then Miss R. writes about the native 
air, not fluently but in letters entirely separated from each 
other. At the same time Mrs. T. says she herself is not 
writing but sees letters passing before her as in a cinemato- 
graph and that she is going to copy them. And she does, 
giving letter by letter that which Miss R. is at the same 
moment writing in Wimereux. In the séance of Sept. 5th, 
he again inaugurates a new method. He suggests that Mrs. 
W. indicate any subject whatever, and promises to send 
through Miss R. a communication on the subject so selected. 
Mrs. W. disconcerted thinks for a minute and writes—of her 
own initiative and without saying anything of it to Mrs. T.— 
the word “ Dreams” on a piece of paper, and at once Miss R. 
at Wimereux begins to write a long message on dreams. 
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The séance of Sept. 9th is again different. It is marked 
by the manifestation of a new controlling personality—Emilie. 
Mrs. T. describes three lights instead of the two usual ones, 
then she sees passing before her the following sentence which 
she copies: “ Suffragette Emilie.” Then automatically comes 
the message: “Ask a question on that subject and I will 
transmit it.” Mrs. W. then asks this question: “Do you 
approve, Emilie, what is being done in England by those 
whose names are here coupled with yours?” And Miss R. 
as promised writes a long message signed “ Emilie”, con- 
demning the excesses of the suffragettes. It should be noted 
that the writing of this communication differs entirely from 
Roudolphe’s writing and absolutely reproduces, says Mrs. W., 
that of her deceased friend. 

Lastly, on Sept. 16th Roudolphe transmits through the 
two mediums a long cross correspondence, the narrative of 
the “ Does of the Bois,” written during the same séance, 
partly by Mrs. T., partly by Miss R. Note the closing re- 
mark of Roudolphe,—* Dear friend, I have had some trouble 
because Miss R. was trying to understand, but even so I 
think I have succeeded with this childish little story.” Note 
also how well Mrs. T.’s sentences are selected in order to 
render incomprehensible the two messages when isolated. 

I beg to be excused, ladies and gentlemen, for having 
held your attention so long with these details, but they 
present a real importance from the theoretical and elucidating 
point of view which we will now take up. 

First of all there is one question which we must face at 
once and without hesitation. It is that of possible fraud, of 
a plot concocted by the mediums. I have of course made 
that objection to myself as it also has naturally presented 
itself to your mind. We are going to discuss it freely and 
without fear of wounding the susceptibility of the persons 
involved. They know the painful rigor of the scientific 
method and they know that the fear of fraud plays a very 
important part in the preoccupations of psychologists. In 
the experiments I have just related the hypothesis of fraud in 
my opinion ought to be eliminated for the following reasons: 
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The first is the ethical reason. The mediums are perfectly 
honorable. If for very legitimate personal reasons they 
could not authorize me to give their names publicly, they have 
at least allowed me individually to confide them to those 
among you who should wish it. I know the objection which 
will be brought forward—that this reason has no great value 
in the phenomenology of metapsychology where unconscious 
and semi-unconscious frauds are so frequent, where the free 
will of the medium is generally annihilated at the same time 
as his power to act. I will simply answer that in Mrs. W.’s 
experiments one cannot admit this annihilation of the free 
will of either medium. Fraud here would not be a fraud 
more or less unconscious, it would be premeditated deception, 
studied and prepared at length. The tricky success of the 
phenomena would have required, besides, a permanent col- 
lusion (practically very difficult) between the two mediums. 
But this is not all. The multiple and unforeseen incidents, 
such as the improvised dance, Miss R.’s change of room, 
the train missed, Mrs. T.’s fit of coughing, etc., etc., render 
unlikely the hypothesis of collusion.* 

To prepare or exploit these incidents the two mediums 
would have required not only prodigious ability, but also a 
trickery really infernal. 

Second reason—the cross correspondences in Mrs. W.’s 
experiments are invested with such an element of surprise, 
spontaneity and variety that we must exclude all idea of a 
previously prepared fraud. The idea of such a phenomenon was 
not in Mrs. W.’s mind nor in that of either of the two mediums. 
Roudolphe’s first communication promised only facts of clair- 
voyance and only such facts did take place in the first séances. 


*Mrs. W.’s Note—Collusion between the mediums was theoretically 
possible by telegraph or telephone, but practically it would have been 
really difficult. Mrs. T. on these occasions stayed over night with me. 
She always left the day after the séance, generally after two o’clock in 
the afternoon, never before eleven in the morning. On the other hand, 


. Miss R. never posted her letters (registered) in Wimereux after three 


in the afternoon. The actual time left to the mediums for communication 
with each other was, in the more favorable cases, extemely short, and 
almost always insufficient. Besides, in the experience of the word 
“dreams” telephoning or telegraphing would not have served as Mrs. T. 
was not aware of the word selected by Mrs. W. 
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The first cross correspondence was so unexpected that Mrs. 
W. would have torn at once the paper containing the incom- 
prehensible sentences written by Mrs. T., had it not been for 
the concluding warning of “ Keep these lines carefully.” 

As to the variety (a variety which strikes one as so 
remarkable) in the methods of the cross correspondences, 
it is also contrary to the hypothesis of fraud because it would 
surely have complicated the fraud. In a case of previously 
concerted cheating among the mediums, it would have been 
easy to supply variety to the messages, but very difficult to 
supply it to the method of producing them. 

Many other details tend to prove the good faith of the 
mediums. For instance, the concluding sentence relative to 
the last cross correspondence: “I have had some trouble 
because Miss R. tried to understand,” etc., etc., will not 
seem, to those familiar with metapsychic phenomenology the 
result of a trick. It is well known how much the attention 
of the experimenters hinders the production of the phe- 
nomena. 

But here is a third reason, which in my opinion is con- 
clusive. In a very special case a message was transmitted 
entirely independent of Mrs. T., which of course excludes the 
hypothesis of collusion. I am speaking of the message on 
dreams, written by Miss R., and presented unexpectedly to 
Roudolphe by Mrs. W. alone. In order to explain this case 
by fraud the connivance of the mediums is not sufficient and 
one would also have to include that of Mrs. W. This is 
absurd and equivalent to a declaration that, in psychology, 
all human testimony is worthless. (Applause.) 

I would have wished to add my personal testimony to 
that of Mrs. W., but circumstances independent of my will 
did not allow me to realize, at the proper time, the experi- 
ments which I had planned, and I was obliged to postpone 
them. Iam therefore, in the present instance, only a narra- 
tor. But still, is it necessary to assure you that I never would 
have allowed myself to present to you such strange facts if 
I had not had the conviction—not a sentimental conviction— 
but a reasoned conviction of their authenticity? No doubt 
I may be mistaken or misled. I expect, notwithstanding the 
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arguments which I have formulated, the inevitable objection 
of fraud, but I would consider myself a coward if I were to 
flinch before accusations which I most conscientiously be- 
lieve to be unjustifiable. (Applause.) 

And now I reach the most delicate question of all—that 
of interpretation. I ask permission to be very brief and very 
prudent. To be truthful, I will state the question rather 
than try to solve it. What fact do we gather from these 
experiences? <A primordial fact, a fact whose philosophical 
consequences may be contested but which imposes itself on 
our attention. This fact is as follows:—Everything in 
these cross correspondences takes place as if an autonomous 
intelligence, independent of both mediums and experimenter, 
had taken the initiative of the experiments, had prepared 
them, directed them and carried them through to final suc- 
cess. Reflect well on what has preceded, and that conclu- 
sion will impose itself irresistibly. Does this exclude the 
possibility of the whole experience being an illusion? No. 
Telepathic action could not, it is evident, be excluded un- 
reservedly for the good reason that we don’t know enough 
about and cannot rigorously limit the dominion of telepathy. 
However this hypothesis raises, in the present case, the most 
serious difficulties. First I will call your attention to the 
fact that these two mediums had never before experimented 
together, and that their relations (purely social) were not 
marked by any unusual sympathy. This alone would not 
exclude the telepathic hypothesis. But here is something 
more important. ‘This hypothesis, so simple in appearance, 
brings with it, in this case, excessive complications. Let us 
analyze practically a supposed telepathic action. Telepathy, 
as we know, presupposes two agents. One active, one pas- 
sive, one transmitter, or rather emissor, if I may be allowed 
this neologism—the other, receiver. How would these parts 
be distributed in the experiments of Wimereux? In the cases 
where Mrs. T’. describes unexpected incidents relating to Miss 
R. we should have to admit telepathic action of Miss 
R. on Mrs. T. Miss R. would be the active agent, Mrs. T. 
the passive receiver. Very well—but in the case where 
Miss R. writes automatically, “ Mrs. T., don’t cough so hard,” 
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etc., etc., the parts are reversed. It is then Mrs. T. who 
would be the transmitting agent and Miss R. the receiving 
agent. Inthe cases of cross or simultaneous communications 
it is logically impossible to attribute the active part to either 
of the mediums. Both were ignorant of the idea, the nature, 
the contents of the messages which they were writing; both 
were incapable of understanding the meaning or intention 
of their respective sentences. They both acted as machines 
worked by a single identical direction, and an independent 
intelligence. Moreover, it is not a question here of simple 
telepathic repercussions. The phenomenon implies initiative, 
an intended and deliberately active initiative. To whom 
does the initiative belong—to Mrs. T.’s subjective per- 
sonality, or to Miss R.’s subjective? * The matter when pre- 
sented in this manner is absolutely unexplainable. We could, 
of course, extend the hypothesis and admit that the active 
part does not belong to either of the mediums, but to Mrs. 
W., and it would be her subjective personality which would 
impersonate Roudolphe. But there again we come against 
great difficulties. First of all, this solution does not explain 
the facts of clairvoyance of Mrs. T., and they then must be 
considered apart from the others. Then, Mrs. W. is not a 
medium. She is in a perfectly normal state during the 
séances, and it is hard to see how she could, without coming 
out of her normal state, so split her personality. Let us take 
an example, the case of the message on “ dreams” and ana- 
lyze what would take place under those conditions. First, 
the subjective of Mrs. W., represented by the personality 
called Roudolphe, asks the objective of Mrs. W. to select a 
subject which will be treated by Miss R. The objective of 
Mrs, W. selects “dreams” as the subject. At once the sub- 
jective of Mrs. W. dictates the message at Wimereux. Mrs. 
W. would then (as I said before) without altering her normal 
personality be the voluntary author of the subject of the 
message, and the mvoluntary author of the message itself; 
she would have acted at the same moment consciously in 
Paris and unconsciously in Wimereux. This is absolutely 


*In the original “2nd” personality is used. 
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improbable. The same argument can be used for the mes- 
sage signed “ Emilie.” We can see all the difficulties of the 
telepathic hypothesis. Must we sustain it at any price? 
That would only drag us inevitably into much more com- 
plicated theories. We might also assume, that the medium- 
istic personalities concerned are collective creations due to 
the unconscious psychic collaboration of Mrs. W. and the 
two mediums. This might explain the complex and varied 
telepathic repercussions of which we have already spoken. 
These personalities might actually be independent and auton- 
omous, but their independence and autonomy would be just 
as ephemeral as their own existence and would last only as 
long as the experiment. Unfortunately for this extraordinary 
theory it is open to serious objections. First, there is no 
proof of even the possibility of such psychic creations, and 
moreover such an hypothesis is at least as revolutionary and 
as contrary to classical psyco-physiology as the spiritistic 
theory. ‘The latter has at least in its favor the numerous and 
disturbing facts of post-mortem identification. There now 
remain the theories of occultists or kindred cults who would 
see in the communicating outside personalities unknown 
creatures, different from the incarnate or discarnate,—genil, 
angels or demons, elementals, etc., etc. All these theories 
are open to the same objections as the preceding one, even 
more so, and in my opinion are not even worthy of discussion. 
To resume, of all the explanatory theories, that given by the 
personalities themselves—that is the spiritistic theory—is the 
simplest, the clearest and the most attractive. But that does 
not prove it to be the true one. The telepathic theory 
happens to be, under rigorous analysis, the most difficult, the 
most complicated, most obscure and least satisfying. But 
that does not mean that it is false. The hypothesis of a sub- 
conscious creation is the strongest, the most arbitrary, but 
that does not justify its being summarily dismissed. 

“What then do you conclude?” you ask me. I conclude 
simply that in any case the experiments of Wimereux form a 
metapsychic document of exceptional value, that they once 
more put forward on the first plane the subject of cross com- 
munications which had fallen into actual disrepute. As to 
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the immediate interpretation to be given to these experiences, 
I will say that I consider it superfluous to indicate a personal 
preference. ‘This interpretation could not be given just now 
with a sufficient degree of certitude, because of the actual 
state of our knowledge, and in my opinion this is not im- 
portant. Now, more than ever, I think that the isolated ex- 
planation of a fact or group of facts in the field of psychology 
is of secondary importance and almost always an illusory 
proceeding. More than ever I believe in the necessity of a 
synthetic and comprehensive interpretation, the only logical, 
the only satisfactory and philosophic one that can be con- 
ceived. More than ever.I think that this synthetic explana- 


tion will prove to be profoundly and irrefutably idealistic. 
(Enthusiastic applause. ) 


Editorial. 


EDITORIAL. 
FINANCIAL NEEDS AGAIN. 


It is probable that the members have not fully realized 
the nature of the appeal in the July Journal for help to finish 
the year’s publications. We repeat here the need of further 
help. The response to that appeal sufficed to keep the pub- 
lications going for August and September, and we desire 
not to break the work for the year. Next year we shall be 
in a better position when we obtain the endowment which 
was left to us by Mr. Miller’s will and which will come to us 
as soon as the estate’s affairs are wound up. But, owing to 
the necessity of saving a law-suit and the $7500 left us by Mr. 
Warren B. Field, it was necessary to use funds intended for 
publications to protect us against action which will be pre- 
vented in the future by the action of the Board, next Decem- 
ber. We desire our publications to be intact and uninter- 
rupted. The Society is just on the edge of its great future 
and this appeal for funds, we hope and believe, will not be 
necessary after this year. But for the help which came from 
the will of Mr. Miller, the Society would have had to cease 
its work at the end of this year. But Mr. Miller’s bequest 
insures safety for the future. We want funds enough to pay 
for the publications for the rest of the year. It will require 
$500 to pay for printing the Journal during that time, and 
$1500 to pay for the volume of the Proceedings, a part of 
which has been printed and sent to members. The remainder 
of it is ready or nearly ready for press. We hope members 
who are able will contribute freely to the continuance of the 
publications, which have always cost us $1500 a year more 
than the membership fees brought in. Please send checks 
to James H. Hyslop, Treasurer. 
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MARGINAL LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF THE WAR. 


Most people would think that this gigantic war in Europe 
had no relation whatever to psychic research, but we wish to 
call attention to some facts which will show the far reaching 
import of our work. 

All the ambitions and forces which gave rise to the contest 
were the incarnation of materialism. FE,conomic expansion, en- 
tailing conquest instead of human brotherhood, has been the 
basis of the whole European system and invention has been 
applied to death-producing machinery instead of to means 
for perfecting the human race in ethics and spirituality. The 
outburst of those who are responsible for the war has been a 
return to primitive savagery and the employment of nothing 
but physical force to accomplish their ends. The German 
Emperor appealed to God for his armies, but never to Christ, 
and showed thereby that his only conception of God was 
force. Percy Mackaye’s poem well shows that this war lord 
relies on Krupp instead of Christ. Materialism is blind pas- 
sionless force and it exhibits no other faith than that embodied 
in guns. A righteous soul and the habits of peace are no 
part of its creed or ambition. It multiplies the species with- 
out ethical or other restraint, and then resorts to war to ac- 
complish the reduction of which it might have avoided the 
necessity by a spiritual view of life. 

Psychic research has had no place in scientific Germany. 
The Emperor frowned on Spiritualism or Spiritism, and the 
university men found it important to let it alone or to con- 
demn it. Only the common people could dabble in it in their 
unscientific way and there was at least one publication which 
represented the cause, but not scientifically. However, there 
was to be an “ Occult Congress ” this fall in Berlin, but it was 
interrupted by the war and the circulars indicating the pro- 
gram and the subjects to be discussed carefully eliminated all 
discussion of the real issue in psychic research. Not a topic 
in the program mentioned the survival of human conscious- 
ness. In Italy, France, and England the subject receives due 
attention and its import is recognized, tho in France not so 
distinctly as in the other two countries. The countries that 
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are the aggressors in the war have nothing to show in favor 
of anything but the materialistic conception of life. Eco- 
nomic instead of spiritual ideals mark their policies, and race 
antagonism, instead of brotherhood, their motives. But it is 
to be hoped that this materialism is on its last journey to the 
grave and it will be if the forces for justice triumph. Psychic 
research in this turmoil is a little beacon light in universal 
darkness and is ready to assume the guidance out of it when 
materialism has proved its inadequacy to give us the right 
kind of a civilization. For three centuries we have had 
nothing else but the triumph of physical force, and this was 
greatly strengthened by the doctrine of evolution as em- 
bodied in the struggle for existence, the right of the strong, 
which was interpreted rather in its physical than in its spir- 
itual import, and in no country has this idea found stronger 
lodgment than in Germany, especially in the teaching of Ernst 
Haeckel, and there are no more great idealists in that country 
to represent the spirit of Kant and Hegel. They are all 
devoted to physiology and war. In such a situation the 
spiritual would get no recognition, and it has not: 

It is as a bulwark against this materialism that psychic 
research aims to construct a systematic protection. It seeks 
to interpret life in terms of spiritual, not bodily and economic 
values. Personality, not physical force, is its basis and in 
this way it endeavors to do for scientific thinking what 
Copernican astronomy did for the Ptolemaic system; namely, 
to revolutionize it and to put human thinking on a diametric- 
ally opposite tack. It is strange that thinking people do not 
see this, but the issues of this war are going to produce the 
necessity of sacrifices which may awaken the latent spiritual 
forces of human nature, and certainly behind all this militar- 
ism there must come some regeneration of the brotherhood 
of man that will give us a better world. Economic ideals and 
militarism only produce race antagonisms and evade the real 
issues that lie behind them; namely, the adjustment of society 
to the preservation instead of to the destruction of life. 
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SCIENCE AND OTHER DISCIPLINES. 


Poetry, fiction, religion and philosophy all belong to the 
same genus. ‘They are all definitely related to the imagina 
tion. There is only one field of intellectual activity opposed 
to them, and that is science. Science is based on fact and 
eschews fiction as poison. It may indulge the imagination 
in its hypotheses, but it always clips the wings of fancy by 
remaining on the plane of fact. Poetry and fiction may 
indulge the flight of Icarus, but science never. Religion and 
philosophy may use the imagination, but one with nearer 
approximation to poetry, and the other, to science. Philoso- 
phy and metaphysics, the two being the same, in this age 
must claim affinity with science, but it was not always so. 
They were once so infected with the ideals of religion that 
there was no real difference, except between the intelligence 
of the people that held to the one rather than the other. In 
this, religion became more nearly allied to poetry. Both 
looked at the world with the vision of idealists, while fiction 
had a choice between realism and idealism, with even its 
realism tinged by idealism. Then again, poetry is the phil- 
osophy of sense, and philosophy is the poetry of the intellect, 
the one idealizing the sensory world, and the other, the intel- 
lectual, tho often interpenetrating, as the type of mind deter- 
mines. 

They are connected, however, as described only with a 
qualification. ‘They use the imagination differently. Relig- 
ion and philosophy use it with the limitation that the latter 
shall more distinctly respect fact, while religion, historically 
at least, has ignored fact more than it has poetry and fiction. 
This brings poetry, fiction, and religion more closely together. 
Again religion and philosophy are always serious: poetry 
and fiction may or may not be serious; religion and philoso- 
phy must be. 

Now when we look at the census of those interested in 
these various aspects of life we may form a conception of 
the limits of interest in scientific studies. Most people are 
interested in poetry, fiction or religion, and only a few in 
philosophy. Science is devoted to fact and leaves poetry, 
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fiction, and religion to different types of mind. When we 
eliminate those who are interested in the poetic view of the 
world, those who care only for fiction and those who are 
attached to religion, we leave few for science and its interests. 
Philosophy has its devotees, but in this age they are few and 
partly coincide with those who are interested in religion; but 
there are, as yet, few of them that do their work on the basis 
of science, tho that is what they should do, since the con- 
nection between science and philosophy is closer than be- 
tween science and the other types of intellectual activity. 
However this may be, science pays too little respect to the 
imagination to obtain devotees. It respects hard facts and 
will not allow fancy or emotion to dominate its tendencies. 
It is Stoical to the last degree. It will accept neither history 
nor hope as a guide until it has tested their claims in the 
alembic of the present. It has no ideals but what it finds 
in the real and is a hard master. Unless poetry, fiction, and 
religion can reconcile their conceptions with its method and 
facts, it repudiates them as dreams, and as men nearly always 
prefer to live in the land of imagination, out of the hard 
present, science has a difficult task to induce any reverence 
for its work. It is only the rare mind in science that can 
indulge his imagination without some self-reproach. And 
yet it is science that is man’s only safe guide in all he thinks, 
feels and wills. But he strives to evade this authority and 
to live in the domain of illusions. He prefers pleasure to 
truth, and he will not try to find his happiness in facts. He 
wants to place it in some impossible and illusory world and 
always decries the present as a world of evil. It is only 
when there is the rare temperament or mood to accept nature 
as the best that can be had, that he escapes pessimism and 
treats the future as he does the present. 

Now it should be apparent why so few have been ates 
ested in the scientific aspects of psychic research. Few minds 
are scientific in temperament, and with science opposed to 
psychic phenomena and their meaning, as well as the poetic 
and religious instinct, the student of fiction being as un- 
qualified as disinclined to think on anything, we may realize 
the limitations under which a subject has to work that has 
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not yet revealed possibilities for use of the imagination. 
It is its confinement to fact that hampers it, and the human 
mind will not wait for the slow work of research to seek its 
salvation or to find its poetry. It rushes into any field that 
its traditional habits have prepared it to see, whether it be 
philosophy, religion, poetry or fiction, and it seeks to revel 
there with unrestrained passion, and those who would hold 
it back to safe moorings are decided as sceptics or representa- 
tives of a past age. 

Nevertheless, as long as the sea is an unsailed one, our 
task is to move cautiously until its rocks and shoals have been 
mapped out for guidance and protection. The future mariner 
must not start without a map or a chart which our work may 
either furnish or begin to furnish. All reckless navigation 
should be avoided, and religion having lost its old guidance, 
we have only science for our pilot. No more mistakes must 
be made. Our compass must be tried and sure, the compass 
of fact. Poetry and passion, whatever their functions, must 
not be the powers that are to direct our voyage. They may 
give us motives or ideals when they have been subordinated 
to science, but they cannot serve as directing agencies. Scien- 
tific method is our only safe pilot after the failure of philoso- 
phy and religion. 


Incidents. 


INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been fur- 


nished by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given 
unless withheld by his own request. 


EXPERIMENTS IN TABLE TIPPING. 


The following incidents explain themselves. ‘The first ef- 
forts with a medium have their value subject to any doubt 
that the reader may like to entertain. But as they are not 
narrated they do not figure in the present report. Those by 
the mother and daughter cannot be exposed to the same ob- 
jections which might apply to the first attempts. The reader 
may suspect suggestion and unconscious action of the sitters. 
But the nature of the messages, apparently impersonating 
the lady’s father, is rather opposed to the theory of sub- 
conscious action, inasmuch as the memories of her father 
should have come freely on that hypothesis. Impersonation 


has no rational excuse where the facts were so easily ac- 
cessible—Editor. 


Dr. James H. Hyslop: 
Dear Dr. Hyslop: 


I have not forgotten my promise to write out for you some of 
my experiences; but I have had three quite severe accidents 
this winter and been practically confined to the house almost ever 
since I saw you; add to this fact the other one; that I must 
keep up with my regular work, and I have not been actually 

caught up” yet this winter, nor seen a day when I felt equal 
to writing one extra thing. 

It was in January, 1909, that I first tested my psychic powers. 
Up to that time I did not think I had any. But while living in 
Cambridge, I became acquainted with a woman of considerable 
mediumistic power and a great desire to investigate and experi- 
ment; consequently when she, guessing that my daughter was 
rather gifted in that way, proposed trying “table tipping” one 
evening, I consented, and was surprised and interested in the 
results. I did not put my hands on or sit near the table, but from 
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the other side of the room I could ask questions and get answers, 
—the other two keeping their hands on the table, of course. 


Later, my daughter and I tried it alone and got prompt and 
amazing responses ; although we have since discovered that most 
of the statements made in that way were not true. But a few 
weeks later,—a month, perhaps, I was lying in bed awake one 
morning. All at once I felt something like a distinct tapping at 
the base of my brain. I had never felt anything like it before and 
my attention, of course, was arrested. “ H-h-h-h” it called in 
the Morse alphabet used in telegraphy. “ U-i, U-I,” it persisted. 
I recognized the “ call”’ of the town where my father used to be 
station-agent and telegraph operator ; and where I also became an 
expert reader, by sound, twenty-five or thirty years before. I 
answered, mentally ; and although I had not been in a telegraph 
office for twenty-five years, and had forgotten, as I supposed, a 
good part of the letters, I read the messages as they came in 
that occult, silent, mysterious key-writing at the back of my 
head (where the head is set on,—the cerebellum). “I am 
Father” it said. “I have been trying to reach you a long time.” 
He then went into intimate family affairs, and talked just as 
straight and sensibly as he ever did in life. Mentally I began to 
telegraph my replies; but soon found that he could understand 
just as well, if I stated clearly, mentally, what I wished to answer 
or ask him. For two or three weeks he came to me that way— 
perhaps a month. Certain mundane matters began to right them- 
selves and one day he said: “ Now, I shall come no more. You 
do not need me and I am going away.” I begged him to stay, 
to visit me often, for he had brought messages from loved ones 
on the other side and it seemed as if a new life had opened to 
me. I could not bear to have him withdraw; but he explained 
by saying that I could not endure the nervous strain of com- 
munication very long; and said that already evil spirits had been 
to me impersonating him or various other friends, and that I 
must not only let him go, but must shut out all communications of 
the kind; that I must not entertain or talk with these spirits; and for 
my own sake he must leave me. He then gave me a message 
from my mother and said good-bye. 


Then began a long siege of communications purporting to be 
from my father, although I do not believe I have ever had a 
single authentic message from him, since he said good-bye. 
Spirits would come, however, and begin, “Oh! I have just 
come back to say ”—and then go on with plausible conversation 
for a longer or shorter time; but invariably they would say 
something that showed me that it was not my father. When he 
first began to talk with me, I used to ask him for some test of 
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memory, that I might know it was he; and he would respond 
with “ Do you remember ” something authentic that I had entirely 
forgotten. Now these would-be talkers would try the same 
thing; but soon or late would show that they were not genuine. 
After a while I could tell them, but my brain got so tired out 
with their communications and the strain of listening that I 
could not beat them off. After a while I found it was unneces- 
sary to telegraph,—that I could take words and sentences and 
finally could talk mentally, as in telepathy, in questions and 
answers. But after a year or so, I realized that I was doing my- 
self great harm ; that it was exactly as my father had warned me; 
that I would be insane if I allowed that sort of thing to go on. 
And by great effort and persistent denial (in which I was 
wonderfully helped by the affirmations and denials of “ New 
Thought”) I drove the foolish and evil spirits away from me. 
But I realize that they would come back to me even now, if J 
would let them; or if I would even believe what they say. I do not. 
I have over and over again followed out their assertions and 
found them lies and nothing but lies. Repeatedly these “ spirits ” 
would claim to be old friends from whom I had not heard for 
years and did not know whether they were alive or dead. They 
would say where they died and when; they would tell of other 
spirits; they would reveal “secrets” pertaining to my own or 
my family affairs, so-called secrets, which upon investigation 
have always proved baseless fabrications. So that I believe 
nothing whatever that comes from them. 


After a while I found that I could do automatic writing. 
Many a message have I written down, holding a pencil loosely in 
my hand from which I withdrew absolutely all power or volition ; 
but I never have found one of these messages true. I wrote you 
of a case where my daughter was warned of an accident last fall 
by an automatic message; but none of mine have ever proved true. 
I was, however, on my way to Vermont a year or two ago when 
a voice seemed to say, “ You are in danger. Accident. But do 
not be afraid. You will be protected. There will be a wreck.” 

I had become so disgusted that I would not even listen or 
give a bit of credence to this; but a couple of hours later our 
train stopped somewhere up in the mountains and waited for an 
hour or two. A man went out,—we were far away from any 
station or houses,—and after a time came back. “ There is a 
freight train wrecked just ahead of us. We've got to wait for 
the track to be cleared,” which took an hour longer, but of course 
we were in no danger ourselves. 


Sometimes a message comes like that,—straight out of the 
‘“ Nowhere ” and as clear as any mortal speech. That is usually 
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genuine; but there is no spinning out of the message, no foolish 
desire to talk,—just the message. I believe they are genuine. 

When I first came here to live I owned an adjoining farm. 
This one was occupied by a family who had a Boston terrier, 
a splendid little fellow who used to play with my collie, and 
was absolutely devoted to him and to me. The terrier died 
several years ago. One day last summer my collie was lying 
beside me on the piazza half asleep. All at once he started up 
and began to look intently at a spot down on the ground ten 
feet in front of us. Then he began to whine and wag his tail 
and jumped up, insisting that I open the door to the screened 
part where we were. When he got out he ran to the place, but 
whatever he saw had vanished. The collie looked so puzzled,— 
so hurt. He sniffed around for a little then dropped his head 
and grieved for an hour afterward. I shall always believe he 
saw “Jack” his old playmate. One other time he started to 
run after Jack, apparently, just as he used to do; but stopped 
sadly and did not get over it for half a day. 

One of the things my father said to me was, “ Don’t let A. 
(my daughter) experiment with these things. She will get no 
good from them. She is too young.” This has proved true. 
She has great psychic gifts but so far nothing good has come 
from them. 

I believe my father came to me with that first telegraphic 
message. He had a very peculiar way of writing the code,— 
unlike anybody else on the line. I could recognize it anywhere, 
even after all these years. I found that it was as easy for me to 
write or to understand the code as when I was in practice and 
a fine operator. But I know that I did wrong in not obeying him 
and letting the whole thing alone immediately after he told me to. 
What he said was genuine and rang true; but all that followed 
was a fake. Once, as I was passing Professor James’s house in 
Cambridge, Julia Ames purported to come to me. I had met her 
in life and for a little she talked intelligently enough about people 
we had both known, and about Mr. Stead’s telegraph scheme. 
But ere long that spirit “gave himself away”, and I knew it 
was not genuine. I could give you a thousand such instances 
if it were worth while, but it is not. I know there is something 
in it; I know that I have some psychic power; but bound up with 
all I have ever gotten out of it is so much trumpery and so much 
chicanery ; I have proved that so many of my “ departed friends” 
who talked with me are still living peaceful lives here on earth 
and so many things they told me are absolutely false, that I will 
have nothing whatever to do with Spiritism. I have a cousin, 
rather an English widow of my father’s cousin, who has proved 
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many things here and in London; but these things are not for me. 
I have written all this because I said I would, not because I think 
there is anything in them for you. But of course you will never 
use my name in any way, should you wish to use anything in 
the experiences. I am sorry I have not seemed more courteous 
about keeping my promise to write; but I really could not. I 
enjoyed meeting and talking with you that evening very, very 
much, and I should be very glad if I could see you again some 
time; as you certainly shed light on some problems for me. If 
not, I shall hope to see your books from time to time. 


Very sincerely yours, 


The following incidents were reported second-hand to 
Dr. Hodgson by a gentleman who was a publisher at the time 
and whom I know personally. He is an intelligent informant 
and the incident obtained the direct investigation of Dr. 
Hodgson, so that the first-hand record was added. It illus- 
trates a kind of experience that is perhaps frequent and rep- 
resents a wandering and casual type of apparent message 
from the dead. ‘The identification of the person is not com- 
plete. The surname should have been given to make this 
clear. But the allusion to recovered normal mentality rather 
doubles the co-incidental nature of the incident and it may 
pass for what it is worth. It cannot serve as evidence of a 
spiritistic explanation, but only as an illustration of what is 
often taken for a spiritistic phenomenon. It may be this, 
as we have no evidence to the contrary, but its only use here 


is as a record for comparison with similar cases in great 
numbers—Editor. 


Aug. 7, 1905. 
Dr. Richard Hodgson, 


5 Boylston Place, Boston. 
Dear Dr. Hodgson: 


The following story was told me at second hand last night 
concerning people whom I am acquainted with: 

Mr. William Francis lived in Arlington, was a broker; had a 
tumor on the brain, became insane and was carried to McLeans. 
Mrs. Francis, after her husband was removed to McLeans, had to 
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look about for some means of support and finally got a position 
at Dr. Emerson’s (?) private hospital at Jamaica Plain as matron. 
The day that she took the position her husband died at McLeans 
and she was notified by telephone. She left the hospital to at- 
tend the arrangements of the funeral, being away one week. 
The servants and the inmates of the hospital knew nothing about 
Mrs. Francis except her name and that she was the new matron 
and that she had only been there a portion of the day. 


‘While Mrs. Francis was away one of the servants of the 
hospital went to the beach with some friends. There she was 
accosted by a gypsy fortune teller who said that she had some- 
thing to tell each one of the three, particularly this servant of the 
hospital. They gave her a quarter. Pointing to the person in 
question the gypsy said: 

“ Do you know William?” 

The answer was—“ No.” 

“Well, you will know someone that knows William and he 
says that he has his mind back and is all right.” 

The servant returning to the hospital told her associates in 
the servants’ hall. They could make nothing out of the message, 
but the laundress said that Mrs. Francis’s clothes were marked 
W. F. On Mrs. Francis’s return, one of the servants asked the 
girl in Mrs. Francis’s presence to tell her. Mrs. Francis, thinking 
it was something to do with the management of the hospital, in- 
sisted upon being told. The girl finally told the story, knowing 
nothing about Mr. Francis’s sickness or death. 

A letter addressed to Mrs. William Francis, Arlington, Mass., 
will probably be forwarded to her and you will get the facts 
first hand. Don’t use the above without consulting her. 

Yours very truly, 


HERBERT B. TURNER. 


Dr. Hodgson wrote to Mrs. Francis and received the 
following reply to inquiries and then, the lady came to the 
office and dictated an account of the phenomena.—Editor. 


Dictated by Mrs. W. H. N. Francis, 
5 Boylston Place, Boston, Mass. 
Oct. 30, 1905. 
None of the maids in the hospital, except a waitress, knew me. 
A kitchen maid had been to her home in Revere for the Friday 
afternoon, and with five other girls met this gypsy fortune teller 
on the beach there. The fortune teller began by saying, “I have 


‘knows a William that has just died, and you must take this 
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a message for you,” and this girl, having a young man, was inter- 
ested, naturally, and I think in some way they were interested to 
get enough money together, so the girls altogether paid her a 
small sum and she was to tell each one something and give the 
message to this one girl. When she started in with the message 
she said, ““ You know someone who has died by the name of 
William,” and the girl said “ No,” and the gypsy insisted that she 
did know someone who had died recently by the name of William. 
After telling each girl in the party some one thing, she went back 
to this maid and said “someone, then, connected with you 


message to her: ‘I am all right now and have my mind.’” She 
went home to her mother and they decided they didn’t know any 
one by the name of William—must be all just a fake. 

She didn’t mention it at the hospital till Sunday morning. 
The maids were all at the breakfast table telling experiences, and 
this Bertha told her experience. In thinking it over the laundress 
said, “ What is Mrs. Francis’s name?” No one knew. The 
laundress said “ I think I have some of her clothes in the laundry,” 
so they went out and looked at them and some things were 
marked “ A. E. Francis” and some “ W. H. N. Francis.” They 
decided right away that “W.” must mean William, and the 
laundress said, “ Mrs. Francis was only here one day when her 
husband died, when she was away for a week.” No one knew 
what jailed him or anything about him, and they decided that 
evidently it was not the person that was meant. Later in the 
day this kitchen maid said, “ Mrs. Francis, do you know anyone 
that has died recently by the name of William?” I said, “ Why 
yes.” After some urging she told me the story, and the cook 
turned to me and said, ‘“* What was the trouble with Mr. Francis?” 
All I said was, “ He was insane six months, and died.” 


Dictated at 5 Boylston Place, 
by Mrs. Francis, Nov. 9, 1905. 

Mr. Francis was taken in the afternoon of Dec. 23, 1903, with 
convulsions, in his office; not conscious until after 10 p. m., and 
then only slightly so. During Thursday, Dec. 24, perfectly con- 
scious and clear, and seemed perfectly well except exhausted 
from the illness of the night before. At 3 a.m., Dec. 25, was taken 
violent; 4 a. m. seized an attendant; put in close confinement; 
until Dec. 31 remained in this violent condition ; no improvement. 
Removed Dec. 31st to McLean’s, Waverley. In two days he was 
able to be dressed, and I found him reading Mrs. Humphry 
Wiard’s ‘‘ Lady Rose’s Daughter” and enjoying it—gave me a 
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good account of the chapters he had read. He visited me every 
Sunday from Feb. 14th till the middle of March, and then was 
with me about a month, apparently quite well. I took him back 
to the hospital on the 23rd of April after noticing that he had been 
getting worse, and in six days from that time he had fourteen 
convulsions. About May Ist I visited him and he was very 
violent. I didn’t see him for a whole week from that time—very 
violent all that week. Then there was a steady improvement 
till about May 14. Then he was removed to the convalescent 
hospital and enjoyed all outdoor sports and seemed as well as 
ever. About six o’clock on July 18th he was seized with con- 
vulsions and did not regain consciousness and died on July 19th 
at 2 a.m. The doctor saw him as late as half-past eleven that 
night and couldn’t arouse him to consciousness. 

I incline to think that I first heard of Bertha’s experience on 
the 21st of August, though it may have been the 28th, so that she 
must have received the message on Aug. 19th or Aug. 26th, in 
any case about one month after the death of Mr. Francis. 

These girls were sitting on the beach and a gypsy fortune 


teller, selling something, came to them and pointed to Bertha and 
said, ‘I have a message for you.” 


A Mediumistic Incident. 


May 23rd, 1913. 

In a letter dated May 18th, 1913, a member of the Society, 
writing on other matters, narrates the following experience 
which will be of some interest as a cross reference, perhaps 
more frequent than is usually supposed.—Editor. 


“Less than a year after my mother’s death, a neighbor and 
friend died. His wife and his brother and family were his only 
immediate relatives. His father and mother had died when he 
was a boy. I was sitting by his bedside a few hours before his 
death: everyone else happened to be out of the room. The 
window was open and a warm June air was blowing in. He 
looked out at the trees and flowers and said: ‘It is a beautiful 
Sunday morning to leave the world. It is going to be lonely 
for Sarah,’ his wife, ‘and lonely for me too.’ I recalled that he 
had lost no friends or relatives except his mother for many years 
and the next world must seem lonely to him. To comfort him 
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more than with the thought of a reply I said: ‘ When you get over 
on the other side one of the first persons you will meet will be 
my mother. Do you remember the jolly times we all used to 
have together?’ He nodded. ‘When you see her, tell her that I 
have not altogether lost my faith.’ Just then his wife and the 
doctor came in and in an hour or less he lost consciousness. I 
stayed with the wife till after the funeral and then parted with 
her and have not seen her since. Neither to her nor to any one 
else did I mention my conversation with Mr. H. 


In about two years I was visiting my mother’s sister who had 
a friend with mediumistic powers. My aunt said: ‘I have just 
been waiting for you to come to have Mrs. W. give us a sitting. 
No one here is much interested in such things and I knew you 
would be.’ I did not tell her how sceptical I had grown, but 
assented to her proposition. After Mrs. W. went into the trance, 
my aunt began asking questions about her son from whom she 
had had messages and from whom she wished to hear again. I 
sat absorbed in my own thoughts on a totally different matter 
and heard very little of what was going on. Suddenly Mrs. 
W. stopped short, turned abruptly to me and said: ‘ Your mother 
is here and says that she received your message.’ ‘ What mes- 
sage?’ I said in amazement. I had completely forgotten my 
talk with Mr. H. ‘Don’t you remember? You sent her a 
message by a thin grayish man who used to live across the street 
from you.’ As she said ‘thin grayish man’, I recalled that 
Sunday morning two years ago and my talk to Mr. H. ‘Oh, 
Mr. H?’ ‘Yes, she wants you to know that she received the 
message.’ Then Mrs. W. turned again to my aunt. After a 
while she returned to me again and I asked her to repeat the 
message I had sent, which she did in nearly the same words 
I had used to Mr. H. I then asked her further questions about 
personal affairs that would further identify my mother, and was 
satisfied with the replies.” 


Inquiry shows that my informant’s mother died in 1890. 
Mr. H. died in 1892, and the visit to my informant’s aunt was 
in 1893. This makes the incidents rather old, but the read- 
iness of my informant to discount the incident as valueless 
for science, helps to make it worth recording as a human 
experience which is much like many that we have proved 
to be acceptable, and anyone familiar with psychic phenom- 
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ena can recognize that it is at least worth what the circum- 
stances would make probable after similar phenomena had 


been proved to be genuine, as records of psychic research 
show to be the fact.—Editor. 


